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Island, for here Nelson was married,, although it was at
Antigua, in English Harbour, that he refitted his ships prior
to the battle of Trafalgar. Nevis, also, was the birthplace
of Alexander Hamilton, the American statesman, author of
the Federalist, who drafted the American Constitution.
Montserrat has more than once changed hands between
English and French, and having been originally colonized
by the Irish, some of the negroes are still said to possess
a noticeable Irish brogue! The Virgin Islands are now
divided between England and the United States, the latter
having purchased the former Danish West Indies in 1916.
The British group number about thirty small islands, the
chief being Tortola (containing the principal town, Road-
town), Virgin Gorda and Anegada.
The Virgin Islands are probably the least known of all
the West Indies. When asked where they were, an jZnglish
Cabinet Minister could, it is said, only reply that they must
be a long way from the Isle of Man. An interesting descrip-
tion of the islands was contributed by Miss B. Harper to
The Crown Colonist in. November 1937, and the American
and British islands form the background of John Levo*s
Virgin Islanders, written from intimate knowledge.
The principal products of the Leeward group are sugar
and sea-island cotton (the latter especially from Antigua),
lime juice, from Montserrat, pineapples, coconuts and other
minor produce.
WINDWARD  ISLANDS
These islands consist of St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Dominica
and Grenada, together with the islets of the Grena-
dines. Their total area is about 550 square miles, and
the population, mainly negroes, is about 200,000, Although
all four islands were first actually settled in the seventeenth